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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
 

I am very excited to introduce the new IUCN Species Survival Commission Climate Change Specialist 

Group (CCSG) newsletter!  

Over the past few months, the CCSG has celebrated many key milestones, thanks to the passionate 

dedication and strategic collaboration of our members. Last October, WIREs Climate Change published 

Climate change vulnerability assessment of species, a thorough review of this emerging field authored by 

18 CCSG members. Contributing expertise from their work on six continents, the authors provide clarity 

on key concepts, steps, terminology and aspects to consider when conducting a climate change 

vulnerability assessment. This “how-to” guide builds on the consensus forged during the development of 

the IUCN SSC Guidelines for Assessing Species’ Vulnerability to Climate Change, and helps lay the 

foundation for version two of the guidelines which will be drafted later this year. I hope these documents 

will serve as valuable tools to support our community’s work in this field. 

In addition to the vital contributions of our members, we have launched a new website (ccsg-iucn.com) 

thanks to the generous support of the Yorkshire Wildlife Park Foundation. Global Wildlife Conservation 

has agreed to become the group’s fiscal sponsor, unlocking a grant from the Environment Agency - Abu 

Dhabi via the Species Survival Commission. This enabled us to acquire a dedicated Programme Officer, 

Caitlin Kelly, to provide comprehensive support to the group. Like our new newsletter, these 

advancements amplify our members’ work and advance the CCSG’s mission to support and strengthen 

nature conservation in a changing climate. 

Thank you all for your hard work and dedication. I look forward to working further with you and 

celebrating many more successes in the year ahead.   

                Sincerely,  

 

 

                                Wendy Foden, Chair  

        IUCN SSC Climate Change Specialist Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the CCSG Steering Committee.  

http://wires.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WiresArticle/wisId-WCC551.html
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/46241
http://ccsg-iucn.com/
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About the CCSG 
The CCSG is an international collaboration of experts working at the interface between the  

science, policy and practice sectors of conservation. To learn more, visit our website at ccsg-iucn.com. 

 

Mission 
To support and strengthen nature conservation in a changing climate. 

 

Objectives 
1. To provide the IUCN Species 

Survival Commission with 

strategic guidance, support and 

information on climate change 

related risks to biodiversity and 

conservation responses. 
 

2. To promote coordinated 

responses to climate change 

within and among the IUCN 

Species Survival Commission, 

IUCN programmes and IUCN 

partner organizations. 
 

3. To catalyse and support sound 

science, effective policy and 

evidence-based conservation 

practice informed by a deeper 

understanding of climate change, 

its impacts on biodiversity, and 

the responses required. 

Vision 
Biodiversity is conserved in a changing climate. 

 

Activities 
To achieve our objectives, the CCSG works under five broad themes, each of which involves 

integration across the Science-Policy-Practice framework: 

1. Understanding Impacts 2. Assessing Vulnerability     3. Developing Adaptation Responses  

4. Informing Policy  5. Supporting the Species Survival Commission 

 

 
© Tom Geerts, Unsplash 

http://ccsg-iucn.com/
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       Updates and Accomplishments      . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCSG Workshop Develops Guidelines for Using Evidence from Studies of Prehistory  

to Protect Biodiversity 

Fifteen participants from around the world met in Copenhagen, Denmark on October 8 for a three-day 

workshop to develop a clear set of guidelines for protecting biodiversity using knowledge gained from 

studies of prehistory. The Environment Institute at the University of Adelaide and the Center for 

Macroecology, Evolution, and Climate at the University of Copenhagen organized and hosted the 

workshop, spearheaded by the CCSG’s Historical Knowledge for Adaptation Activity Team. 

The group worked to identify where and when rapid climate transitions occurred in the palaeoclimate 
record and show how these reference points can provide crucial insight into the likely consequences of 
future global warming for biodiversity. They also discussed how technological advances at the frontiers 
of palaeoecology, genomics and palaeoclimatology can be harnessed to provide early warnings of 
accelerated climate change for conservationists and policy-makers. The resulting guidelines will be 
published in a review of the use of data from studies of prehistory for protecting biodiversity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identifying tree species for  

climate-resilient reforestation 

Saplings planted today will face dramatic climate changes 

over their 100+ year lifespans. Reforesting for the climate of 

tomorrow, a study from the CCSG’s Borneo Trees Activity 

Team was published in February in English and Indonesian. 

The report analysed the traits of approximately 250 plant 

species native to Kutai National Park in Indonesia and 

identified species resilient to fires and drought. Based on this 

analysis, the study provides recommendations and 

techniques for climate-resilient reforestation efforts to 

expand crucial habitat for threatened East Bornean 

orangutans and other species.  

For more information, see the IUCN press release here. 

 © Alan Lee 

 

Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment of Species 
 

Editors of Wiley’s WIREs Climate Change journal solicited an overview from the 

CCSG of the rapidly developing field of climate change vulnerability assessments 

(CCVAs). The resulting paper, Climate change vulnerability assessment of species, 

co-authored by 18 CCSG members, was published online in October. It provides 

clarity on the key concepts, steps, terminology, and aspects to consider when 

performing and interpreting CCVAs. 

 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2019-002-En.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2019-002-Id.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/news/species/201902/iucn-study-identifies-tree-species-climate-resilient-reforestation
http://wires.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WiresArticle/wisId-WCC551.html
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Strengthening Climate Collaboration with Specialist Groups 

SSC Specialist Groups responded to a survey circulated by the SSC 

Outreach Activity Team last year, investigating pathways and 

opportunities for collaboration. Based on these responses, the CCSG 

is exploring ways to assist other SSC Specialist Groups with their 

climate change-related needs, which may include: 

 Providing technical assistance to the Crocodile Specialist Group 

on methodology for a project assessing how climate change will 

impact suitable habitat for threatened crocodile species in West 

Africa 

 Connecting the Swan Specialist Group to available data resources 

and providing feedback on the environmental variables used in 

an analysis of Bewick’s Swans in Europe  

 Collaborating with the Otter Specialist Group, which has 

included climate change as a target in their global strategy 

 Strategizing with the Marine Mammal Protected Areas Task 

Force about the effects of climate change on Important Marine 

Mammal Areas 

 Engaging with the Medicinal Plant Specialist Group to help 

develop guidelines for prioritising climate change vulnerability 

assessments and incorporating the most relevant climate change 

models into NatureServe and other tools. 

New CCSG Activities  

Two new activities were approved by the Steering Committee 

last quarter to help advance the goals and objectives of the CCSG. Both 

activities fall under the group’s work on Vulnerability, and we’d like to wish our 

new members a very warm welcome! 
 

 Assessing Species’ Adaptive Capacity is part of a multi-year collaborative 

partnership convened by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) to co-produce 

a decision framework for natural resource managers and other conservation 

practitioners to assess and facilitate (where possible) species’ innate ability to 

cope with climate change. The activity will be led by Bruce Stein, with the 

National Wildlife Foundation, and new members Lindsey Thurman and 

Erik Beever, both with USGS. 
 

 Species’ vulnerability to climate extremes will focus on integrating 

climate extremes into CCVA assessments to help end-users conduct more 

robust assessments to better guide adaptation planning and management. 

This activity will be led by new member Eric I. Ameca y Júarez at the 

Chinese Academy of Sciences. 

If you’d like to participate in any of the Specialist Group activities listed above, please contact           

Jamie Carr, SSC Outreach Officer, at jamieanthonycarr@gmail.com                  

 

 

 

 

The Wiñay Wayna orchid (Epidendrum 

secundum), is a high altitude species 

found along the Inca Trail in Peru 

where warming temperatures are 

pushing it up mountain slopes, 

thereby reducing the size of 

individuals and ultimately causing it to 

disappear altogether. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

© Wendy Foden 

SPECIES IN THE 

SPOTLIGHT 

 

As the climate warms in 
Queensland, Australia, the golden 
bowerbird (Prionodura newtoniana) is 
moving upslope to higher, cooler 
elevations. A 3°C temperature rise is 
expected to reduce the birds’ range 
from 1,564 km2 to only 37 km2, and 
limit them to mountain tops. With a 
4°C rise, their habitat may disappear 
completely. 

© Con Foley 

http://ccsg-iucn.com/themes/vulnerability/
mailto:jamieanthonycarr@gmail.com
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      Meet the Members      . 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caitlin Kelly has joined the ranks as the CCSG’s first Programme Officer. 

Based in Cape Town, South Africa, Caitlin will be working closely with 

the chairs, providing a first point of contact for the CCSG, facilitating 

membership, responding to inquiries, and assisting with 

communications, website management, and general administration. As 

part of her efforts on behalf of the CCSG, Caitlin is designing a 

searchable database cataloguing the impacts of climate change on 

biodiversity across the globe. Feel free to contact Caitlin with any 

questions or concerns at ckkelly.mail@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WENDY FODEN , CHAIR 

Affiliations: Wendy has been chairing the CCSG since 
2016 and serves on the IUCN Council’s Climate Change 
Task Force as the IUCN Species Survival Commission 
representative. In addition to managing the Cape 
Research Centre at South African National Parks 
(SANParks), Wendy is an Associate Professor at 
Stellenbosch University, coordinates the African 
component of the Species Spatial Planning for Protected 
Areas in Response to Climate Change (SPARC) project 
and lectures in conservation leadership. 
 
Interests: CCVAs, adaptation planning, biodiversity 
monitoring and indicators, African conservation, systems 
ecology, translating science for practical conservation, 
fostering conservation leadership 
 
Fun Fact: Wendy was once in a band called Wild Wendle 

and the Tumbleweeds. 

BRUCE YOUNG, DEPUTY CHAIR 

Affiliations: Bruce is the Chief Zoologist and Senior 
Conservation Scientist at NatureServe, supporting 
biodiversity conservation throughout the Americas. With 
more than 30 years of experience in conservation, Bruce 
has led the development of the Climate Change 
Vulnerability Index and spearheaded projects to develop 
digital distribution maps of all Western Hemisphere birds, 
mammals, and amphibians. 
 
Interests: Biodiversity monitoring and assessments, 
species diversity, wildlife conservation, tropical biology, 
natural history, ornithology, herpetology 
 
Fun Fact: Bruce is trilingual, he speaks English, Spanish 

and Portuguese. 

mailto:ckkelly.mail@gmail.com
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 Want to Get More Involved with the CCSG? .  

 

 Design a new CCSG activity. You can view a current list of activities on our website categorized 

under our three overarching themes: climate adaptation, vulnerability (including our brand new 

modelling support page), and impacts of climate change. This can be a project or idea in our field 

that would benefit from IUCN’s policy, media or practitioner outreach, or from a platform to attract 

collaborators and/or funders. Simply drop our Programme Officer (ckkelly.mail@gmail.com) a note 

and we will send you a template with which to elaborate on your idea and send back to us. 
 

 Get involved in drafting and/or supporting an IUCN recommendation 

on climate change and conservation. These motions will be voted on 

at the 2020 IUCN World Conservation Congress, and if successful, will 

have a strong influence on conservation policies and practice globally 

from 2020-2024. To contribute to the oceans-focused and more general 

motions, contact Caitlin (ckkelly.mail@gmail.com). 
 

 Let our Programme Officer know about upcoming events, papers, and accomplishments so we 

can help advertise your event or highlight your work. Don’t forget to list your IUCN CCSG 

affiliation on activity-related articles or publications. 
 

 Attend our biannual webinars to learn more about CCSG activities and opportunities to 

collaborate with fellow members. Our next webinar is scheduled for April 16 (more information 

below) we hope you can join us!  
 

 Draft an article for our next newsletter to keep your fellow members updated on your work. 
 

 Visit our new website (ccsg-iucn.com) for more information, resources and to stay up to date on 

the latest CCSG events and activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://ccsg-iucn.com/themes/climate-adaptation/
http://ccsg-iucn.com/themes/vulnerability/
http://ccsg-iucn.com/themes/modelling-support/
http://ccsg-iucn.com/themes/impacts-of-climate-change/
mailto:ckkelly.mail@gmail.com
mailto:ckkelly.mail@gmail.com
http://ccsg-iucn.com/

